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Die British Chargé d'affaires at Helsinki 
BUS Whajexhyis wi 
presents his compliments to 
and has the honour to transmit to him 
documents. 


British 


_R&bh ADEMEHO4.T.. 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 
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One copy of letter Protest against 
from EH. Berglinger, sending of Jews 
Judiska Forsamling to Germmy. 
arnas 1 Finland, 

Helsingfors, addresse 

to the British Mintist 
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JUDISKA FORSAMLINGARNAS I FINLAND 
CEN TRALRAD 
HELSINGFORS 


Malmgatan 26. VWelefon 35 3356 


The the British Minister in Helsingfors. 


We express our fright and our sorrow about the 
conclusion of The British Government to bring back the 
4,500 Jewish refugees from the "President Warfield" to 
Germmy, the country which is drenched of Jewish blood. 

We call for that these refugees immediately are 


sent to Palestine. 


JUDISKA FORSAMLINGARNAS i 
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| OR"IGN OFFICE. S.Wel 
| ~ QUT FILE 
(E 8057/48/31) | 9th September, 1947. 
Restricted. 


\ 


Dear Chancery, : 


We have received numerous appeals against His Majesty" s 
Governments decision to send to the British Zone of y 
Germany the 4,500 Jewish illegal immigrants from the 
"President Warfield" who refused to disembark at Port de 
eee and we imagine that you may &also have had your share 
'@) ESC. 


2. In those cases where we considered that the 
individuals or organizations making the appesl were at all 
amenable to drgument, a@ lett r has been Sent in reply on: 
the lines of the enclosec text. You may find this useful. 
in cases where you feel called upon to answer responsible 
apveals or enquiries on this subject. . 


Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


Chanceries at: 


Amman 
Athens 


Bagdad 
Beirut 
Belgrade 
Berlin 
Brussels 
Bucharest 


Budapest 
Cairo 
Copenhagen 
rae 
e e 
elsingfors 
Jedda 
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FOREIGN OFFICE. 8.¥.1 


(¥F 7770/48/31) 


At the risk of repeating much that was included in 
the two official comminiqucs issued in London on the 21st 
and 23rd August on this subjcct, I should like to explain 
briefly the facts of the present case. On the 18th July 
4,554 Jews were intercepted on board the s.s. PRESID? NTI 
WARFIFLD in an attempt to enter Palestine illegally. They 
had left France with forged Colombian visas of destination, 
in contravention of the International Conventions for the 
safety of Life at sca and Load Lines. This ship of under 
2,000 tons was far too small to carry anything like 4,500 
people in safety, let alone in proper conditions of 
sanitation. The French authorities had instructed the ship 
not to leave, but she cut her hawsers. 


The casc of the PRESIDENT WARPFIFLD representéd a 
narticularly flagrant examole of the activitics of those 
responsible for organising the Jcowish illegal immigration 
traffic. As you will be awarc, His Majesty's Governm nt and 
the Government of Palestine have for some time been gravely 
cnbarrasscd in their exercisc of the Palestinc Mandate and in 
the maintenance of peace and internal security in Palestine 
by this Jewish illegal immigrant traffic. They arc bound to 
enforce the present immigration quots of 1,500 a month for 
Jews and they would have no justification, in the prescnt 
interim period before the Unitcd Nations make a 
recommendation regarding the future of Palestine, for 
altering this quota. Immigration policy is of cardinal 
importance to thc Palestine problem and all coneerned should 
await thc decision of the United Nations in this regard. 
Nevertheless, the organisers of thc illegel immigrant 
traffic are at present trying to cxceed the quota With the 
object of upsetting the balance of population in the 
country, and are thercby aggravating an alrcady tense and 
sage situation wonich has lcd to bloodshcd betwecn Arabs 
and Jews. 
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_._In view of the exceptional size of the PRESIDINT 
*ARFIZLD contingent and of the illicit manner in which 

they left ¢rancc, His Majesty's Government had no 
altcrnative but to arrange for the return of tne illegal 
immigrants to their country of embarkation, Francc. It had 
become evident that the policy of sending illegal immigrants 
to camps in Cyprus, where they qualify for inclusion in the 
lcogal immigrarion quota to Palestine, had only served to 
encourage the stream of illegal immigrants which has for 
months becn flowing from Eastern “uropce via countrics with 

a Meditterranean seaboard. It is noteworthy that a large 
part of this stream consists, not of refugees, but or Jcws 
who have been encouraged by the organisers of the traffic to 
leave their homes in Eastern Murope. The organisers select 
the immigrants with little rcgard to humanitarian 
considerations. The older people, perhaps with relatives in 
Palestine who would qualify on thosc grounds are regularly 
passed over in favour of young men and women and expectant 
mothers (the latter most unsuitcd to facc the appalling 
conditions of overcrowding in which they are sent to 
Palcstinc). Parents arc encouraged to send their children 


ON7 see 


on the understanding that they are to be legal immigrants. 
A case has just arisen where a number of Hungarian parents 
have asked to have back their children from amongst thc 
PRESLD: NT “ARFIESLD party when it arrives in the British 
Zones’ they wore misled by the organisers of the traffic to 
a thcir chitdren werc to be admittcd on the legal 
quotas 


To revert to the events following the return of 
the 4,500 illegal immigrants to Francc. The British 
transports were left at Port de Bouc for three weeks in the 
hops that their passengers would accept the French offer of 
hospitality and disembark in France. When it became clear 
that the illcgeal immigrants would not agree to land and 
that the French Government would not constrain them to do 
so, it was neccessary to find a destination for them under 
British jurisdiction. In the light of the general situation 
in regard to the illegal immigrant troffic which I have 
briefly explained abovc, His Majesty's Government were quite 
clcar that it would be undesirable to send the illegal 
immigrants back to Cyprus. They considered a number of 
destinations in British Colonial territory but in no case 
was it possible to arrange adequate accommodation at short 
notice for such a large number of people. It was thercrore 
reluctantly decidcd to send the illegal immigrants 
temporarily to thc British Zone on Germany, the only place 
where accommodation could be provided at Short notice, and 
to continue to press the French Government to receive them 
back through the British Zone, 


There has been much criticism of the decision to 
senad these Jcws to Germany. For the reasons I have given 
above, no alternative destination was available. It 
should be remembered, moreover, that this territory is 
administered by His Majesty's Government and that the 
illegal immigrants will bc looked after by the British 
military administration and not by Germans. ‘"orcover, as 
you Will clcarly sec, there was absolutely no necda for them 
to go to Germany at all. Thoy have spent threc wecks 
waiting off a French port with every facility and | 
encouragement to go ashorc, both from the Frencn and British 
side. They, and those who inspire them, have chosen instcad 
to make a political. point of refusing to land, thereby 
causing His Majesty's Government to send them to a 
destination which is unwelcome to everyone concerned. It 
is, moreover, the hope of His Majesty's Government that 
after thcir arrival in Hamburg it will be possibie for the 
illegal immigrants to pass through Germany into France. 
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| ; - | z 20th September, 1947 
OUT FILE * 
(E 808 7/48/31 ) | 


Dear Chancery , 


We have received numerous appeals against . 
His Majesty's Governments decision to send to the 
British Zone of Germany the 4,500 Jewish illegal 
immigrants fran the "President Warfield’ who 
refused to disembark at Port de Bouc, and we 
imagine that you may also have had your share of 
thes6é. : | . 


2e in those cases where we considered that — 
the individuals or organizations making the appeal _ 
were at all amenable to argument, a letter has been 
sent in reply on the lines of the enclosed text. 

You may find this useful in cases where you feel 
called upon to answer responsible appeals or 
enquiries on this subject. | | 


Yours ever, 
BASTERN DEPAR' 
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> 
E 8059 _ Enbassy , 


No. 2374 i Oslo. 
269/2/47. YS ice o August 27th, 1947. 


Sir, 


Wi reference to Mr.Wardrop's Sewsaten 
No.235 of July 16th, 1946, I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith, at the request of 
the Jewish comrunitges: at Oslo and Trondheir, 

the enclosed protest against the treatment 
accorded by His Majesty's Government to the 
Jews who sought to enter Palestine on board 
the "President Warfield", which was delivered 
personally at the Embassy on August 26th. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
_ . $dir, . 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, M.P.;, 
CbCe, Cte, etc. ; 
Foreign Office, 
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To the British government! 


— Touched with grief end sorrow about the 
situation of our brethren, on board of the 
"Président Warfield", which d¢iSse according to 


the arangement of the British Government, we join 


owsin TE ye 
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together with whole jewish world in the protest 
against the deportation. 

To return our unhappy brethren to a coun- 
try, in which millions of their relatives found 
a tragic death, is a shame to the British nation, 
which fought against Hitlers tyry any, 

For the sake of rigthness and in solidateky 
with our unhappy brethren, we are protesting against 
the behaviof of the British Government, and pray 
to allow this jews to return and enter into their 
jewish homeland, which was promised them in the 


Balfour declaration. 


Oslo, the 26.august 194 


The jewish community of Oslo and Trondheim 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


EPoss 


= 
> 
¢ 
@ 
5 
= 


a 
< 
= 
2 
= 
= 
°o 
un" 
=f 
= 
mm 
<3 
4 
@ 
Tad 
Ce ] 
=| 
mf 
r=) 
zB 
o 
oS 
vi 
= 
© 
Se 
fd 
°o 
= 
=z. 


References. 


Esosopele 


(How disposed of.) 


J 8) uP wat 


(Action 
completed.) 


Next Paper. 


27437 F.O.P. 


Cyvher/OTP PAR 
| FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr Duff Ceoper 
. Ne. 850 D. 550 pem Ist September, 1947 
‘Ist Septenber, 1947 R. 6.05 pom, Ist September, 1947 
Repeated te Washingten 


Jerusalem 
Berlin 


A Your telegran Ne, 1960, 
Jewish illegal imwigration. 


| ‘United States Embassy had received instructions 

te suppert this appreach but they have been asked te 

guspand actien pending censideratien ef my telegram 
® O4/. 


_ Bereign Office please pass te Washington, Jerusalem 
and Berlin all Immediate as my telegrams Nes. 185, 
| 40 and 129 respectively. 
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[Repeated to Washingten and Berlin. _ 
“Copies sent te Telegraph Section ef Celenial 
Office for repetition te Jerusalem] 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s)* 
SENET ee ee Corisin® 
transferred to PRO Safe Room* 
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Cypher OTP 


Lord Inverehapel 
Noo 3786 | De. 1262) Pete Lat September 1917. 


“Ast September 1947. Re Sed pelt 1st September 1947. 


Repeated to Paris (Most Immediate) 
Jerusalem 


MOST IMMEDIATE rrrrrr 
Your telegrams Nos. 8921 and 8922. 
Jewish illegal. inmigraticn. 


State Department have sent instructions to United 
States Embassy in Paris reiterating those reported in 
my telegram No. 4/77 and requesting United States 
ambassador to suggest to French Governaent that the 
landing ef these people at a ehannel port might be one 
way of easing situation. 


2. In view of Paris telegram No. 847 to you we 
have now informed State Department that some practical 
difficulties are still being diseussed and have asked 
them to instruct United States Ambassader te cenecrt 
with British Embassy in Paris befere speaking te Freneh 
Gevernaent again. They premised to telegraph 
aceerdingly at enec. 


Fereign Office please pass Mest Iuncdiate te Paris 
as uy telegram New 205. 


[Repeated to Paris Mest Immediate]. 
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-THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 
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British Consulate-General, 
Marseilles. 


26th August, 19147. 


With the compliments 
or 


Acting Consul-General. 
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Hastern Department, 
Horelem OL iL Lee, 
Londone 


coleoren ef, the Jovian idgrant & 
et of take phan! as to ! Sues © you & 


Ze JT went on board the ‘RUM YEO PARE" with Ashcrort 
, ' on Angust 2iat ann ciscusne: : wt 
ance known to 


DABBCT ea Ee 6 GAPLAsnea the position to the 
went ssed tbe message on to the passengers. 
is the 2 usm al method whereby Gregson makes announcemen. 
While we were explaining the aag hago to the leaders, 


full aight of Th “the passengers. 
the other tvo transports. 


3e I suggest thet transports used for conve ying illegal inmigrants 
ohoula be fitted with a loud-capeaker in each « Not only 
would this simplify the caking of amiouncementsy bu ‘pat wor 2 
those in charge with a ready ieans of counterectiny 
7 | _Taere should also be one officer on board . 
ents in Hebrew end Yiddish. 


| @ preter abgoctod to tha ste ain nar a 
to ce ae 


obtained forged documen 
i pretty quickly for at 1 oem. 
honed to me to pommene at 


19th 
| A 


ney Fond the aret te oeter 


armment to the Jews was 6t4i1 open. 


of introduction to ie oe creom 
ceived tran Grege 


to Berlin Nos 2385 of 16th 


office telegram 
Zaguaty Be at Ge ntention is to press the French Goverment | 
to te acaeot 4 Jews back by train from the British Zone. You 


will /ses 


Copy to Eastern Eanes 
Foreign Office 
London. 
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or gy s (riease 208 goo Maree. Lie 
 ywepeated Wo. 76 end roredan ortiee vas 
Hos 403 of 30th July repeated to to Pards ) Daub 
Will raise tis cbjection again, x1 
difficult to satisfy them without, AY » dnviting the Pren . 
. Heaiburg (at there is one) to be present when their an 


hie pre > ey rs 
‘for us or our y institutions 


perheps they ° : 
soil they have “negotiated the firat hurdle 
omised Land. Tf there is any truth in the 
more necessary for us to press the Prench: 
+" — to BA enselves 
Ltimate pEt 
tien, go that we can | npitish desti~ 
nations 
xe you:~ When I 
g or the di: = 
0.0. Troope : , ing Sroken"’ 
over the fAmeriean Forees Programme’, ¥v 
Jews were to be given 48 hours to dlonid 
or go to Germarye 


B= as I hope to be back on 2 Ad the time this letter is typed, 
4% will come to you over Gallagne?r signatures 


Yours ever, 
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F.G.K. GAIT AGHER 


(for S.E. KAY) 


Confidential. 
ieeoertcted. 
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5th Jeptember, 1947. 
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I enclose a copy of a letter 
froa Wis Nejesty's Congul-General 
Merseliles about the departure 
fron Port de Bouc of the three 
transports carrying the "President 
varfield’s” Jews, 


aduasafay 


Ge You may care to consider the 
Suggestions made in paragraph 5 
of this letter, which appear to me 
to be very sensibic, 
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Consulate General, 
niefurteam—ain, | 


26th Auscust, 1947, 


! Wath, Mp to mer desnatech No, 
222 of the 80th Joly and earlier corresrond~ 
EneG Te rare Jewish anti-Prs activities 
LY UALS SIS trI Ct, 1 have: ihe poneur To 
Dransmie Derevws tir Gonies of A nimner oF 
telecrams addressed to the Consulate by 
various crows af Jewish Dis laced Persons 
in the Zone nectasting avainst recent event 
in Palestine, | 


aduasafay 


° 
e 


he Gonies of this desnatch and 
enclosures are bein: forwarded to Political 
DAVESL OM, (Orla, ond to hey. CONS, Munich, 
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Cypher /OTP DEPARTMNTAL NO. 1s 
FROM PARIS TO FORSIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Duff Cooper D. 10.27 aem. 2nd September 1947 
No. 852 Re 10.35 aem. 2nd September 1947. 


2nd September 1947. 
Repeated to Jerusalem 


VVV 


IMPORTANT. A 


CONF IDSNT IAL. 


Your telegram No. 1689 Saving and my telegram 
Now 855- 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


From publicity point of view it might be useful 
to make something of the suggestion I put to M. Jarblua 
that the Jews should agree to disembark if we 
undertook that they should not be penalised but should 
be allowed to take their turn with others in applying 
for permission to immigrate. The refusal of this 
offer shows that these Jews are not content with 
equality but are demanding privileges which can only be 
granted at the expense of their fellows who are 
patiently waiting and are as desperately anxious 
te get to Palestine as they are themselves. 
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Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as 
my telegram Noe 42. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial 
Office for repetition to Jerusalem]. 


Cowes S Zope. | a 


Last Paper. © | | (Minutes.) 
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


FROM PARIS TO FORRIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Duff Cooper, 
Oo 


6 e 
SECRAB TENS ENEST RSET 


D. 5.25 p.m. 2nd September 1947, 
nd September 1947, R. 7.40 pom. end September 1947, 


Repeated to; Washington, 
| Jerusalem, 


WW Wes 


Foreign Office please pass Immediate to both 
Washington and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos, 186 
and 48 respectively, 


Your telegram No,1967, 
Jewish illegal immigration, 


M. Bousquet not being available, we sounded 
his assistant who immediately expressed the view that 
the operation you propose would be a " sword-thrust in 
the water" (un coup depee dans l'eau). He also 
thought that it would be difficult to improvise at 
short notice, organisation required to receive 
immigrants if they did decide to land, His feeling 
was that as the commission set ae accordance with 
the decision of the Council of Ministers (see my 
telegram No.843) was already at Work studying means 
of receiving the immigrants in another part of France 
later in September, if would be better to let things 
take their course, 


2, He undertook to take up the question with 
M. caer Gk and the Prime Minister's office as soon 
as possible and to let us have definite view tomorrow 
3rd September, He promised to set nothing in motion 
without consulting us further. 


8. We are keeping United States Embassy informed, 
They sounded Secretary-General today in the course 


.. J of other business. M. Chauvel undertook to 


consider the matter but did not commit himself. 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office for 
transmission to Jerusalem, } 


[Repeated to Washington. ] 
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Jewigh Immigration into the Dominican Republic 
| President Trusiito has sent ane of his private | 
Registry | B8140/48/31 | secretaries witn a tel. received from the gewish 
Number | Agency in Jerusalem. fhe tel. is no 6 of Apgust 24tE 
rReom Me Macrace | In this tele they invite the attention of the Pres=- 
Giuded Trujillo | ddent of toDominican Republic to the British action 
| if deporting 4,400 Jewish R#fugses to Germanys He is 
No. 67 | asked to join in with other Govts. of the United 
| Nations im act of intervention aZainst Great Britain 


Dated 2508047. : The President conveyed his assurance that their 
4520470 | sympathies weve entirely with H.M.G. 


Receied 
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26th August 


sir, 


I have the honour to report that President 
Trujillo has just sent to me one of his private seore- 
taries to show me a telegram received from the Jewish 
agency in Jerusalen. The telegram is No. 6 of August 
24th. 


2. In this telegram the Jewish agency 

“tnvite the attention of His Excellency the President 
of the Dominican Republic to the British action in 
deporting 4,400 Jewish refugees to Germany, from which 
country most of them had fled." the telegram states 
that the entire civilised world joins the Jewish people 
in horror at this vindictive action which is illegal, 
as the British ere obliged under international law to 
facilitate Jewich immigration into Palestine. 


3. The President is begged to join with 


PE 


aduasafay 


other Governments of the United Nations in an act of 
intervention against Great Britain. 


4. ‘The President wished me to see this 
for my information, and conveyed his assurance that 
4n this matter his sympathies were entirely with His 
Majesty's Government. 


OT 


I have the honour to be 
with the Bighest respect, 
| UU 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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— S.3.'"'President ‘ianfielda" | 
Registry | B8104/48/351 As svoB as tn President Warfiekd incident is over 
~ Number }- : it will be necessary to decide on future policy with 
FROMCOmir. Hvershed rezacd to refoulement . Encloses a draft memorandum ~ 
(dabinet O'fice) to Me Befith which might be circulated as a basis for 
. ae discus:ione Requetsts comments on this dvaft, if tne 
No. f/f 26 F.C. consider thatg such a draft will help. 
- ; Co2.8d to Hignam,R-oertsgon and Maimsell. 
Dated de Je tle 


Received | ed eee ts 
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Next Paper 


e eIND G 


As Commander Evershed says, the Official 
Committee will shortly have to consider what our 
future policy on refoulement should be. His summary 
of the arguments pro and con this policy is fairly 
accurate, though I think that he is wrong under 2 (b) 
“in suggesting that we should not attach too much 
importance to the effect of the policy in discouraging 
the organizers of the traffic. I think the effect is 
very great. | 


I shall undoubtedly be asked by the Committee wha 
the Foreign Office view is on the desirability of 
carrying on the preset policy in pressing countries 
to receive back illegal immigrants who have sailed fro 
their shores. The Committee will particularly want to 
consider how far our Palestine policy makes it necessa 
for us to legislate for continued measures against 
illegal immigration, (see Conmander Evershed*s 
manuscript P.S.) On this latter point, I take it 
that we must assume that there is quite a possibility 
of the United Nations Assembly failing to reach a 
definite decision and to make definite arrangements 
for taking the responsibility of administration off 
our shoulders ,in such a way that we are.left for a 
period of several months at least to continue trying 
to hold the balance in Palestine. This presumably 

means that we must be prepared to stick to the present 
Jewish immigration quota or something of the same 
order and to continue our measures against illegal 
immigration. 
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Gabinet Office, 
Great George Street, 
5 gig le 


Ref: 6/9/26 | 3rd September, 1947. 


Dear becik 


i think it is the general opinion of the 
Committee that as soon as we are shot of the 
PRESIDENT WARFIELD incident it will be necessary to 
decide on future policy with regard to refoulement. 
As there are many aspects to this question I thought 
of suggesting to Martin that he should circulate a 
memorandum on the subject as a basis for discussion. 
T have not spoken to him yet about it, but I have 
roughed out a draft memorandum, a copy of which I 
enclose. TI would emphasise that this draft, in its 
present state, is purely my own effort, and the 
various opinions expressed in it may be very 
different from the official views of the Ministries 
concerned. 


Tf you think a memorandum on these lines may 
help the Committee would you let me have your comments 
on the present draft. As the memorandum is intended 
only as a basis for discussion [I suggest it is not 
essential for it to be perfect at this stage, as long 
as the views expressed are not so far out as to be 
misleading. 
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T am sending, copies of this letter to Higham, 
Robertson and Maunsell. 


3.4.8. Beit» Esa., 
_ Foreign Office. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Lexse 3148 Wt. 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


Registry 
Nok 8164/48/31 


| Lop-Geerety 


Secret. 


ve 


Commander Evershed 
Cabinet Offices 


Krom Mr. Beith 


Covy to 
3 Mr. Higham, 
Colonial Office 


Capt. Maunsell 
Admiralty 


Colonel TA. 
Robertsony 
M. I. 5s 


FOREIGN OFFICE 


S.W.1. a 


‘< Sevtember, 19:7. 


a eee Boerehet  _ 


\Thank you for your letter of September 
3rd encloSing a draft memorandum setting 
forth the salient factors which we must 
take into account in considering our future 
policy oft" refoulement" 

oo We are in general agreement with 

the contents of your useful note but oy 
may care to neue the following comments on 
te ea } — 

(a) I think the second paragraph 

of your Section 2 (b) tends to 
underestimate the value of "refoulement" 
as a deterrent of the traffic. I 
think it ‘a6 very strong deterrent , 
though it is clear that it is 
corresvnondingly difficult to carry 
through. Both the advantages and 
disadvantages are strong BMand uous. 
balanced. From the voint of view of 
the Foreign Office in general it is 

a ditficult and burdensome policy 
because it is almost certain to involve 
us in a serious dispute with the 
BHurovean country concerned. In the case 
of the "PRESIDENT WARFIELD" it has 
also brought us great odium in the 
United States. Nevertheless, in view 
of the importance thatthe Cabined 

at hep .7 

attach/to stooping Illegal immigration 


we have hitherto accevted the 


disadvantages entailed. 
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(b) We would not agree to the 


suggestion) contained in the last 

sentence of your Section 11,Which a pveart 

to be that we might try and practise | 
a limited form of " refoulement" by 

sending back a proportion only of a 
given shipload. It seems to us_ 

that we must carry out the policy 
whole heartedly or not at all. 

(c) The possibility mentioned in | 
Section 16 that we might sexeSeople 
whom we had railed to return to their 
country of departure | in this country 

is surely ruled out on leg cal grounds. 
hte TEASE woul eee you to 

the letter from Sargent to Lloyd of 
which I enclose a copy. If we decide 
to carry on with "refoulement” and 
- Lu Seem eal 

future case goes wrong, fone illegal 


imnigrants will have to be’ accented 


in Colonial territory. ine dertn olve 
fy he SHHeA % advance dy vi emeAl~ 


As regards the point you ma e in the 


* 


manuscript oostcript of your letter I think 

our answer must be as follows. We must le 
assume that there is a gegm@ possibility of | 3 ¢ 
the United Nations ey fo failing to reach —, 
a definite decision OF makCagy definite 

arrangements for taking the responsibility 

of administrating Pe epay well off per shoulders | 

with the result that we fo age Fete ete fea” 

period of se veral months at least to 


continue trying to hold the balance in 


Palestine. This presumably means that we 


tov a PNeAbnt, 
must be prepared yto stick to the present 


Jewish immigration quota or something of the 
Same order and to continue our measures 


against illegal immigration - 
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RHEEFOULEMENT - FUTURE POLICY 


Ps mee restates hence een Greer P sees Pentre 


Draft Memorandum 


With the closing of the\PRESIDENT WARFIELD incident 
and the impending return to the Levant of the three fitted 
transports I suggest that the Illegal Immigration Committees 
ought to consider what our future policy is to be with 
regard to refoulement of illegal immigrants, This memoran- 
dum, which contains some of the considerations affecting 
this matter, is circulated to the Committee as a basis for 
discussion, 


REFOULEMENT - ADVANTAGES AND 
DISAD\ WANTAGE Ss 


Advantages. 


2, ‘The advantages to be gained from refoulement are as 
follows: = 


(a) By returning the immigrants to their country of 
origin we are saved.the trouble of finding 
accomodation for them, 


This is avery real and concrete advantage. The 
rofoulcment of the PRESIDENT WARFIELD's immigrants 
atone removed all danger in the foreseeable 
future of the camps in Cyprus overflowing. There 
is now clearly no necd ~ at least for many 


months —- even to consider the possibility of having 


to build new camps with all their attendant 
political disadvantages and practical difficulties. 


By returning the immigrants to the country of 
origin we discourage the organisers of the traffic 
and the would-be immigrants themselves, 


Porhaps not too much weight should be attached to 
this advantage, for the Zionists are not moved by 
logic, and we cannot therefore count on any of 
our measures having a logical cffeet on them, 


On the other hand, there have been signs that the 
organisers have had difficulty in finding money 
for tllegal immigration. If this is so, the 
fact that all the money spent on the PRES IDENT 
WARFIELD in the cnd profited them nothing is 
bound to have had a telling effect on their 
plans. 


Rcoefoulsment to the country of embarkation is 
likely to make the Government concerned more 
cautious in allowing such embarkation to take 
place. 


Lt will be recalled that the original intention 
was to sffect refoulement to Italy rather than 
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‘to France, and that the reason for this— 
intention was that the Italian Government had 
expressed their inability to prevent 
clandestine embarkation, : 


Disadvantages ~ 
36 The chief disadvantages of refoulement are:- 


(a) It places a very considerable burden upon the 
Navy e | 


Tn the case of the PRESTDENT WARFIELD it has 

meant not only tying down three or four of | | 
H.M. ships to escort duties for nearly two.months, 
but it also required the previous shadowing of the 
ship and the organisation: of patrols off ports 
where she lay. Apart from the disruption of Naval 
programmes the expenditure of oil fuel on this 
operation has formed a very significant part of 
the total oil fuel allowance for the year to the 
Mediterranean fleet. 


(b) H.M. Government has incurred considerable odium 
over the PRESTDENT WARFIELD incident — especially 
in the United States. : 


On the other hand, it is not impossible that the 
resulting anti-British diatribes emanate from a 
vocal minority without greatly affecting the 
Silent majority who perhaps recognise the 
rectitude of H.M. Government's actions in this 
matter and approve their determination. 


REFOULEMENT - POLITICAL POSSIBILITIES 


4, The political possibilities of refoulement in the 
future may conveniently be considered under three georraphi- 
cal headings - France, Italy and the Communist Balkan States, 


France 


on The French have now made their attitude abundantly 
clear; by refusing to allow illegal immigrants to be farcibly 
disembarked at their ports, and by making it clear that the 
reception of returned immigrants by train from Germany could 
not be regarded as a precedent, they have made any question 
of future refoulement to France very difficult, if not 
impracticables-- > 


6, On the other hand, the PRESIDENT WARFIELD incident has 
been an extremely embarrassing one for the French Government 
and it is hardly likely that they will allow the overt — 
embarkation of a large number of immigrants with palpably 
false passports to occur again -— at any rate not in cases 
where they have been warned by H.M. Government. After all. 
that has happened, to do so would be a most unfriendly act 
and it is suggested therefore that for the time being no 
further consideration need be given to this, 


mt ws 
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Italy 


7. There are still some 4.0,000 Jews in D.P. camps in 

Italy - a number that, according to recent reports, is being 
steadily increased by filtration over the frontier from 
Austria. All these would-be immigrants are awaiting the 
chance to embark clandestinely for Palestine, 


8, It is suggested that the weapon of refoulement may 
still be a very powerful deterrent to these people themselves , 
and a strong inducement to the Italian Government to take 
steps to see that they are not allowed to embark, The fact 
that the French Government expressed their willingness to 
accept PRESIDENT WARFIELD's immigrants back might well be a 
sufficient argument to enable us to persuade the Ttalian 
‘Government to accept the return of a shipload of immigrants}; 
and it is no doubt not impossible that a forcible 
disembarkation might be accepted at an Italian porte 


Communist Balkan States 


9, #4=AS far as is known the political possibilities of 
refoulement to Communist controlled Balkan States have not 
yet been fully explored. The opinion has been expressed 
that it is by no means impossible that the States concerned 
hehehe accept back any illegal immigrants who had embarked 

eree ee : 


/10, On the other hand, the acceptance by a Communist State 

| of the return of a number of illegal immigrants would 
presumably mean that the State concerned had strongly 
disapproved of the departure from their territory of the 
Jews concerned. It is open to question whether H,M. 
Government would be prepared to send back behind the Iron 

“\curtain a large number of human beings, Jews or otherwise, 

-\of whose actions the Communist authorities were known to 

disapprove strongly. 


PRACTICAL POSSIBILITIES 
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Transports 


ll. To effect refoulement will entail the retention in 
Palestine waters of long-distance transports, There have 
recently been strong indications that the organisers of the 
illegal immigration traffic were arranging to use big | 
ships, with capacities of 7-8,000, in place of the small 
ships they have hitherto been using. If this were so the 
rpefoulement of one complete shipload would not be possible, 
even with the present transports, On the other hand, to 
implement the principle of refoulement, and to reduce the 
numbers of immigrants to be accommodated in Cyprus, it is 
not essential to return a complete shipload, 


12, If this is accepted the Committee should perhaps 
consider whether it is essential to retain all three of the 
large fitted transports. These ships are all potential 
dollar earners, urgently required in normal trade at this 
time of crisis, and it camot be gainsaid that until they 
were used for refoulement they had been lying idle for 

most of the summer, 


3 = 


g 


15. Furthermore the danger that big ships would be used © 
for illegal immigration has recently receded Somewhat , STO) 
that only a few comparatively small ships are now likely to 
arrive in-Palestine within the next few weeks or months. 

It might perhaps be thought that the retention of two of 
the large fitted transports would be a reasonable provision 
for refoulement of immigrants in such ships, and for the 
refoulement of a portion of the inmigrants that arrive in 
any big ship. . 


Royal Navy 


lu. If the policy of refoulement is to be pursued it must 
be recognised that a number of warships will be constantly 
required for shadowing suspect ships and to escort . 

If this can be accepted it is 
sugecsted that the Committee might recommend to Ministers 
ithe provision of a special allowance of oil fuel in order 
‘that the Navy's other duties may not be embarrassed, 


CONCLUSION * 
Detailed Arrangements 


LS. it is clear that in any future refoulement operations 
the details must be fully settled beforehand, We have seen 
that, quite apart from the question of accommodation, the 
immigrants cannot be taken in emergency to any British 
colony outside the Mediterranean since the present transports 
are not suitable for long ocean voyages. We cannot again 
send immigrants to Hamburg, nor can we accept the loss of 
prestige which would result if we took a shipload back to 
Cyprus after we had announced our intention to return them 
to the country of embarkation, 


16, Unless therefore we..are-prepared to receive them in 
this country in emergency we must in future be sure that 
Wher Once “we Wave allowed it to become known that a shipload 
of immigrants is to be returned whence it came, no hitch 


can arise to prevent its being carried out, 
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1/7. It is concluded that the policy of refoulement is a 
most powerful weapon in the prevention of illegal 

imnigration and that it should be used whenever possible, 
It may well be however that Italy, where there is a large 
number of wouldebe immigrants to Palestine, is the only 
country to which refoulement will be politically possible 
in future, Subject to the settlement of the practical 
details the aim should be to return to Italy any immigrants 
embarked in that country. 
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only of a given shiplead. It seems to us that we 
morte carry out the policy whole heartedly or not at 
Adi be 


fhe possibility mentioned in Seation 16 that we 
might receive in this country people whom we had 
failed to retura to their country of departure is 
gurel; ruled out on legal grounds. In this connexion 
I would ales refer you to the letter from Sargent 

to Lloyd of which I enclose a sopy. If we decide 

to carry on with “refoulement" and if a future case 
goes wrong, it seems clear that the illegal immigrants 
will have +o be accepted in Colonial territory. The 
destination would have to be settled in advance of | 
"refoulement”. | 


3. As regards the point you made in the manugoript 
postcript of your letter I think our anewer must be as 
follows. ‘je must assume that there is o possibility of 
the United Nations Aseembly failing to reuch a definite 
dedision or to make definite arrangements for taking the 
responsibility of administrating Palestine off our 
shoulders, with the result that we may well be for a 
period of several months at. least to continue trying to 
hold the balance in Palestine. This presumably means that 
we must be prepared for the present to stick to the present 
Jewish immigration quota or something of the Bane order 
and to continue our measures against illegal immigration. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Higham, Robertson 


and Maunegell. 
- a. Gs 
Ge Joh Ray, 


(JeGe3, Beith) 
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SO 


FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr, Ashley Clarke, 
No, 865, D., 12.47 pom, 4th September 1947, 


4th September 1947, R. 12.45 pom. 4th September 1947, 


Repeated to: Washington and 
Jerusalem, 


WsWsWsWeW 
MOST IMMEDIATE, 
SECRET. 


Foreign Office please repeat Important to 
Washington and Immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegrams Nos,191 and 44 respectively, 


Mr, Duff Cooper's telegram No, 854, 
Jewish illegal immigration, 


M. Bousquet consulted Ministry of the 
Interior about your proposal. Their reaction was 
strongly hostile on the ground that it was not only 
a waste of time and effort but would stimulate Jewish 
bodies into renewed pressure on the French Government, 


2, M. Bousquet said that if, nevertheless, you 
Wished to press your proposal, winistry of Foreign 
Affairs would do their best for us, But he feared that 
only outcome would be to prejudice the smooth 
execution of the plan to return immigrants via Germany 
and to reduce such influence as the Ministry might 
still have with the Ministry of the Interior in this 
matter, 
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3. In the circumstances I strongly recommend that 


we abandon this proposal, It would have to be 

referred to the Prime Minister and as he is faced at 
this moment with the possibility of governmental crisis, 
we could not hope for speedy decision especially in 
view of Ministry of Interior's reluctance, 


4, I venture to draw your attention once more to 
final paragraph of Mr. Duff Cooper's telegram No, 847, 


[Repeated to Washington, ] 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial 
| Office for repetition to Jerusa en, | 7 


Regist 


No. E 


Top-Seeret~” 
Secret” 
Confidential. 


7a Venus Ih. Wo. § 63 [ A Sept 4! 


elegram. 


yn 14 Ale, | Seana Uegak Maundy nha] 
( Date). <b 3... | 
Repeat to a 
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Distribution :-- 
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NOTHING TO BE W 


Copies to :— 


| (P 


1137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


3149 Wt. 26469 


~,_ 


E 8170/48 /G 


D. 11.15 p.m. 6th September, 194 


h september, 1947 
R peated te Washingten Ne. 9150, 
Jeruse Lem 
puut 
IMPORTANT 
Your telegram No. 868 [ef September 4th: Jewish 
illegel imaigration]. 


I agree. 
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Lord Inverchapel D.10.15 pom, 4th September 1947 
No:4864 


4th September 1947 R.4,07 a.m. Sth September 1947 
Repeated to Paris ; 
fo 444% 
Paris telegram No:864, ‘| 
In a report from Faris appearing in the Chicago Sun and 


. n 
in P.M, of September 4th Frederick Kuh states that the British 
Government has reconsidered its decision to send Jews from 

the "President Warfield" to Hamburg and has ordered ships 
carrying them to put in at Le Havre in a new atteupt to persuade 
them to disembark in France. Kuh says that Mr Duff Cooper 
delivered a note to the French Government on September end 
asking the latter to allow Jews to land and remain in France 

and to send French officials on board to make one more appeal 

to them to do so. | | 


| French Government have he says agreed to the first request 
provided that disembarkation is voluntary. Second request 
ott referred to the French Prime Minister who is expected to 
refuse, . , | 


2. Kuh adds that all informed diplomats in Paris — | 
attribute this new development to the outery of world opinion 
and especially to "the strong anti-British response from the 


United States of America! 


Foreign Office please pass to Paris as my telegram No: 221, 


[Repeated to Paris Saving]. 
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Germany has now been instructed to complete screening 
in as short a time as possible, and to arrange for 
volunteers to be collected and transported to France with 
the minimum of delay. 
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(How disposed of) 


The latest situation report from Kiel suggests that 
the Jews have quietened down since arriving at the Camps 
as one would expect them to, and we do not fear any serious 
incidents or friction in the Camps in the initial period of 
screening during which they are being segregated. No doubt 
most of them will be extremely weary after their voyage and 
experiences of the last month or two, and they may not be too 
anxious to move at once if they find conditions in the Camps 
are not as bad as propaganda had led them to expect. 


In the timing of the operation to get the Jews to return 
to france, I think we must be guided very largely by the 


opinion of the authorities on the gpot who should be in the 
best position to judge the psychological condition of the 


Jews in the Camps. 
[UW sovin, — 
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Colonial Office, 

Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.l. 


76021/64,/4,7 3rd September, 197. 


& 


[~ tea hee 
‘tt Aah ae Lun § h, sent : ; : 


re 
I am writing to put on record one of the 
points made by Sir Alan Cunningham during the 
discussion with Mr. Ivor Thomas last Saturday. 
You will recall that the High Commissioner 
suggested that if the French, as a result of 
American representations, were persuaded to 
accept the PRESIDENT WARFIELD immigrants en masse 
by overland route from Hamburg, it should be 
unnecessary to carry out any screening. The 
military authorities in Germany had estimated that 
screening might take as much as 14 days. There 
would clearly be much less risk of incidents 
and friction and much less. opportunity for hostile 
propaganda if the period during which these people 
remained in Germany pending transfer to France 
could be cut to the very minimum. I should be glad 
to know in due course what the authorities in 
Germany think of this suggestion so that we can 
inform the High Commissioner. 
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Dear Keeley, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to 


Je. Robertson. 
Yours sincerely, 


jh hl 


(J.D. Higham) 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 
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Dear Reddaway, | 
i 1 bee chess : 
I expect you will navePreceived a 
nunber of letters like this one from 
one of lir, Collick's constituents. 
Would you kindly let me have a suitable 
reply for Mr. Collick to send to 
liv, Stillbeck? 


Yours sincerely, 


Private Secretary. 


GF.N. Reddaway, lsq., M.B.E., 
Foreign ‘Office, | 
Downing Street, 

Denes 
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(F Bes/48/81) 


@ 


Flat 4, 
19 Palm Grove, 
Birkenhead. 


lst September, 1947. 


Dear Mr. Collick, 


It may seem a pity to bother. you in a holiday 
period, but I am writing to you on the question 
of the Jews who are, on present plans, to be 
disembarked at. Hamburg. — | 


Cannot this be stopped, and the ships diverted 
elsewhere even at this late stage’ 


However difficult the problem is and there can 
be no easy solution of the Palestine question, 
humanity, plain common sense, decency, and - at 
lowest - the plain aim of NOT making bad into worse, 
all mean that HAMBURG in Germany, W ere the Jews 
suffered most and worst, should not be made their 


destination. 
May I again ask you to do your best. 
With best wishes. 
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(Sd) R. Stillbeck. 
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1ith September, 1947, 
(8 6232/48/32) 


War Vr Bekh, 


fn sanever to your lettor of the 
‘kin soptember, in which you asked for a 
Sulusble peply for Mr, Collick to send to 
uP. J¢)17 beeck's Letter protestiag against 
Hia i:ndeaty's Government's decision to 
. og 4590 Jewish Lliceal Lami crente 
m the “President Varfteldad"™ to Cermary . 
: the text of c letter which has | 
it peniy to gintlar communications. 


F Julnst 
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OAR MRE Sar? Pe: 


lege © a G4 / 
ue! wv Y t iJ , 


September 197. 


SLY, 


With reference to my telegram No. 843 
Z have the honour to submit that in acknowledging 
this note the opportunity should be taken of 
reiterating the various measures which have already 
been suggested to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
as means of embarrassing vessels suspected of 
engaging in the illicit traffic to Palestine. 


aduasafay 


Qe I have the honour accordingly to enclose 
herein a draft note to the French Government on 
these lines and should be glad if your instructions 


SAS 
eee 


as to whether it should be delivered, 


ss 


SRI aa & 


I have the honour to be, with the 
highest respect, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, . 
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The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, MeP., 
etCe, Cte, CtCe 


Top Secret. | 


Secret. Monsieur le prés¢ident, 
Confidential. 


Restricted. I have the honour to ackhowledge receipt 


Open. ) 
sigs of your Excellency's Note of «ce-cecesererees 


iy h you were 
' Draft: Note to M to His Majesty's Ambassador, in which yo 
Minister for F.A. | 56 good as to inform him of the French Govern 


from 
HMM. ment's decision, subject to two conditions, to 
permit the entry intor France of immigrants 
from the Exodus wishing to come to this country 
H.M.G. much appreciate this decision and the 
spirit of cooperation which has inspired it. 


Qe I note that a Commission is to be formed 


to arrange the technical implementation of this 


MARGIN. 


decision, and that the Commission is also to 
take the necessary steps to prevent further 


departures of clandestine immigrants to 


IN THIS 


Palestine from France such as that of the 
President Warfield. H.M. Embassy will be glad 
to cooperate with this Commission as suggested in 


Your Excellency's note, in whatever way may seem 


appropriate. 
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Oe In this connection I would suggest that 
the Commission would find of assistance the 


communications which have from time to time been 


ue 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


sent by this Embassy to Your Excellency's 
Ministry, pointing out the steps that can be 
taken to embarrass vessels which are suspected 
of intending to participate in the illegal 
immigration traffic. Fox convenience of refer- 
ence I attach a memorandum listing the more im- 


portant of these measures, which Your Excellency 


will perhaps be good enough to bring to the 


attention of the Commission. 


4. H.M.G. are anxious that most serious con— 


sideration be given to the means of embarrassing 


suspect shipping described in this memorandum 


3148 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 
4400 Wt. 48098/143 (2) 75m. 3/47 (51) F.&S. 


among which I would particularly invite your 
attention/ 


attention to compliance with the regulations 
regarding safety of life at sea, concerning whi 
dri ‘uriddrtaking was given in Your Excellency's 
Note of the 24th April 1947, and to the possibiLity 
of withholding bunkers from vessels attempting 
to sail illegally for Palestine. The IKF.A. 
has been urged on many occasions by this Embass 
to arrange for bunkers to be denied to specific 
vessels of which the President Warfield, -the- 
Paducah and the Northlands are the latest 
examples. In each case it has been found im- 
possible to give satisfaction to these repres- 
entations in spite of the weight of evidence 


against each of these vessels. Clearly, witho 


bunkers, no vessel could participate in the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


illegal traffic, and painful incidents such as 
that of the President Warfield would be avoided 
Be At the same time I think Your Excellency 


will agree that the President Warfield episode 
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has shown to be of insufficient value the under 


¥ 


taking given in your note of 24th April last: 
whereby the checkf#i on the validity of visas 
before exit visas are accorded is confined to 


? 
visas presented on collective passports. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Would-be illegal immigrants can surmount this 


obstacle only too easily by applying for visas 

on individual passports. I have the honour to 
request theref re that the’ arrangements made by the 
French authorities concerning visas on collective 
passports should be extended to cover visas 


on individual passports also. 
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. Some of the more important checks which can 


be applied legally and administratively to 


delay or prevent sailing of ships suspected 


of complicity in illegal immigration to 
Palestine | | 


le Delay in or denial of port services: 

(a) bunkers 

(b) water 

(c) food 

(ad) pilotage 

(e) tugs. 
2e Insistence on production of necessary 
certificates, and Gareful examination to 
ensure that ships conform to the conditions 
specified in the certificates; 

(a) Load-line certificate 

(ob) Safety of life at sea certificate 
(examine condition of hull, machinery or 
equipment, particularly life saving appliances, 
lights and means of making sound signals), 

(c) Safety radio telegraphy certificates 

(ad) Passenger certificates. 
36 Insistence on payment of light dues 
Le Rigorous inspection by the Port Health 
Authorities | 
or Refusal of customs clearance or 
insistence on proper declarationadf the stores 
carried by the ship, and on compliance with 
import and export regulations 
6. Denial of material required for repairs 


Te Refusal of insurance until certain steps 


have been taken, 6.g- place in dry dock for 


. pemeasurement. 
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Draft. De patch ; In your despatch No. 762 of the 


oir, 


5th September. Oe sierentes that a note 


ee ve 
should be ad? ressed to the French Government, 


reiterating the various measures which 


~ ne 


you have already sugges sted to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as a means of embarrassing 


vessels suspected of engaring in the 

Copies to | : 

transport of Jewish illegal immigrants 

Commander Evershed : . 
Cabinet Offices] to Palestine. 


Mr. Higham, 2s; I agree thot this is a suitable 
Colonial Office | 


Mr. Seer DN ue opportuni ty for reminding the French 
° 9 


Meds De Government of the various measures open to 


THIS MARGIN. 


7. 


(with copies of them. I should, however, be glad if you 


reference) | would make two amendments to the draft note 


enclosed with your desnatch. In the first 


place, it ser ms inaroropriate to refer to 


‘¢ 
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the "PRESIDENT WARRIELD"~as the "EXODUS", 
a name subsequently given to this vessel 


y Zionist proparandists. Nor 2s I feel 
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that the French Government's decisionyto 
hllow those of, her sasceninees wim 80 desire 

o enter Pranceycalls for any svecial 
exoression of annreciation by His Masonite" 
Government. This decision is, after all, 
wobbly in etine) 
only a vartial (ana 
fulfilment of Monsieur's Bidault's origina] 
promise to me. 


2; The memorandum which you vropose en 


enclose with your note has been discussed 


with the competent Devartments. This 


memorandum/ 


. axse 3148 Wt. 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


AL Ne: dowel” 


mem Leann 48 presumably based on Baste rn 
maveneicae. s letter No E 6216/81/31 of the 
21st July, which gave an account of the v:. 
various measures which ment be adopted in 


pa circumstances by the U. K. authorities. 
Not all of these are necessarily applicable 
in France. On the other Hana, French | 

‘law may offer an opportuni ty to take action © 


:. which would net be possible: in, the United 


in tru Guntxu 
Kingdom. You will remember -Rewe*ery 


‘that in my despatch No. 589 of the 10th May 
(paragraph 5.7 I pointed out the 
advisability of reinforcing such representa- 
tions by drawing the attention OF the 
French Authorities to any svecific provisions| 


which mi ght exist in French law authorising 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


the control of departures of unseaworthy 


or overcrowded vessels. You poreets also © 


} e effect amoaueed on the Danish 
| MA Etpcounsabree 


— Np vee 
authorities when H.M. ) “in 


Copenhagen mene 3 re , . : 

impotenee—by reading sic: apr | 

extracts from the Danish Merchant Shipping © lea 3 bo 

Act [Eastern Department's letter No EB 5956/ Suggest uons Raft 
48/31 of 16th July_7. ~bfully realise, were ni 


| \ powers under. 
OSGI Sy thert—the—tnede Tua te Assi stance Which fhe Dawal| 


remtered—by—the Preneh_Authonities—in-tne 
} . the fundamentall 
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therefore consult your Legal a 


ff om po 
Advisergwith a view to intornorating/any 


oA 


(LOR tw | 
| which may anpnear anvlicable, + 


your—memorandusiy In addition, you may wish 


to consider the inclusion of some reference 


to the possibility of preventing illegal 


immigrant ships from recruiting crews in French. 


orts. 
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Tn your despatch Ho. 762 of the 5th september you 
sugrested that a note should be addressed to the Freneh 
Govermcsent, reiterating the various measures Whieth you have 
slresdy suggested to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a 
means of evbarrassing vessels suspeeted of engaging in the 
tpensport of Jewish iilegal iasalgrants to Palestine, 

Ze I agre: that this is a suitable opportunity for reminding 
the Freneh Covermient of the various measures apen to thea 

I should, however, be glad 4f you Would make two amendments 

to the @rsit aste enclosed with your despateh, In the 

first place, it seems inappropriate to refer to the "President 
Warfield” as the “xodus", & neme subsequently civen to this 
yeosel by siocnist propagandists, Nor do I feel that the 
French Governsent's decision to allow those of her passengers 
who so desire to enter France calls for eny special expression 
of appreciation by His Majesty's Covernnent. This decision 

is, after ali, oniy ea partial (and probably ineffective) 
fulriiment of Honvieur Bidauit's original premise to mee 


auasafay 


Be The memorandum which you propose to enclose with your 
hote has been discussed with the eanpetent departments. This 
mencrandizn is no doubt based on #astern Department's letter 
Noe 1 6246/84/31 of the 21st July, which gave an secount of 
the various measures which might be adepted in sinilar 
Gira umstances by the United Kingdom authorities. Not all of — 
these ere necessariiy applicable in France. On the other hand, 
Freneh law may offer sn opportunity to take action which would 
not be possibie in the United Kingdan,. You will remecber in. 
this eonnexion that in my despateh No. 589 of the 16th May 
(paragraph 5) I pointed out the advisability of reinforoing 
sueh representations by drawing the attention of the French 
authorities to any specific provisions which miyht exist in 
French law authorising the control of departures of unseaworthy 
or overcrowded vessels. You may also have noted the effect 
preduced on the benigh suthordties when His Majesty's 
Representative at Copenhagen read aloud appropriate extracts 
fron the Danish Herebant Shipping Act in repiy to suggestions 
that there were no powers under which the banish Covernment 
eould take ection (astern Depertwent’s letter No. 

3/31 of the 16th July). I suggest therefore that 
it might be weli for you to consult your Legal Advisers with 
a view to incorporating in your memorandum any points of 
French law which may appear epoliicable. In addition, you i 
wish to conzider the inclusion of some reference to the 
possibility of preventing lllegai immigrant Ships fron 
recruiting crows in Freneh ports. 


I amy with great truth, 
ir, 
Your obedient iervant, 
(for the Jecretery of State) 
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TUNIS 7 i 


5th August, 1947 


2013/558/65 


Dear Department, 


We enclose herewith 
copies of 2 letters, the originals of which 
have been shown to us by a local Jew, Monsieur 


_—— Gozlan. 


Both the addressees state that they. 
have made no apnlication to go to. Canada (or 
anywhere else) and do not understand the 
contents of the letters. 


In view of the fact that the letters 
are signed " P.le Vice Consul R.W.Bennett " 
we have shown the originals to the *esidéncy 
General. ‘There is no Canadian representative 
in Tunis, neither is there any Consulate at 


the address given. 


These copies are being sent forward 
as there is a slight chance of their being 
coded instructions regarding illegal 
immigration to Palestine which have gone 
astray. On the other hand they may how 
possibly reach the destination Which their 
author, who may be instructed to keep us busy , 
intended them to reach. 
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Yours ever, 


is Consu; 


see te 


iestern Department, 
Foreign Orvice 
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gue vous Gésireres | : usgsitot voure 
contrée de BERG Coc: Janeda du ord) 


Vous 
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secu le 14 
uébondu le 
Sous le n’o 


Tunis le 31 Juillet 1947 7 


/ Honsi « eur Paul David. NACCACHE 


TLAIGRATION: SKOOKUK: 


~ rue ‘Sidi Sifiane 
| Tunis 


Monsieur — 
7 Nous avons le rez eret de vous informer que par 
suite des circonstances indépendentes de notre volonté 
le départ. du S/S. PALMAE iA sera’ reporté au 12 Aout T1946 


| _ Le 8/S PAMARA devra en effet. passer par Marseille 
prendre Les Immigrants Frangais ‘se rendant au SEGOKUM 


Nous regrettons ce contre temps et nous vous | 


‘prions d'agréer Monsieur l' expression de nos salutations 
distinguées 


RW. BENNETT 


- 
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& CONDITIONS GENERALES D Ih IGEATION | i 


an 


Les interessés devront prendre note et signer les dites 
conditions en ap.osant au bas de la feuille & la main et a 


l'ezere la notion: LU et AP-ROUVE 


I.- Je m'engage & signer un contrat de trois ans(3ans) dans 
les conditions suivantes: 


1- Traitement de I0OQ} par mols 

2= Rembourser le Gouvernement du SKOOKUM de la some de 20008 
gui sera le prix du teriain fourni par notre pays et cecil 
amortigsable en trois ans, les récoltes seront acquises et 
payées par notre Gouvernement étant bien entendu que la nature 
du produit cultivé sera désigné par notre Cwambre de Commerce 
3.—- Le SKOOKUM s'engaze & me nourrir me loger et pourvoir a 
L'entretien de mes betes et employés gratuitement ev cecil 
pendant deux ans sur trois 

4.— Le Gouvernement accepte de fournir un visa de départ pour 
ma femme légitime (un mariage blanc est agvepté si l'interes- 
sée accepte & réster au moins une an:.de au SKOOKUL) 

5.- Un stage d'apprentissage de trois mois @ NEW YORE City et 
un mois & Eontréal sera nécessaire et sera payé par notre 
Consulat dans ces deux pays (U.S.A. & CANADA) 

6.- Au bout des trois années de travail un voyage gratuit de 
deux mois trajet et durée du voyage non compris sera accordeé 
> tout Imiisrant (et sa Yemme légitime ou ayant passé au moins 
un an au SKOOKUM) ceci pour le pays et département désireé 
dans les pays suivants: | 

U.S.A. CANADA, MEXIQUE, BRESIL, ARGENTINE, CHILI, ANGLETERKE, 
FRANCE, BELGIQUE, EUROPE CEITHALE, ITALIE, Ar QUE LU NOHD & 
COLONIES FREANCAISES, AFRIQUE DU SUD, MADAGASCAR, AUSTRALIE, 
TiES DU SACIFIQUE, JAPON. 


Pees 
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7. Toute personne renovvellant son contrat pour trois ans 
-verra son congé,prolongé de quatre mois soit au total 
six mois 


{ 


SIGNATURE 


Si ees conditions vous agréent vous etes prié de signer et 
apposer gous le mot signature a l'encre et a la main 
La notion LU & APPHOUVE 


Veuillez agrder Monsieur nos salutations disti:guees 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Mr. Broad. D. 12.40 PeMe 6th September, 1947. 


No. 1235. 
Re 415 Pele 6th September, 1947. 
6th September, 1947. 


llowing for the War Office for M.I.3. from British 


Fo 
Military Atta Warsaw. 


Top Secret. 
Telegram MA.195. Subject volunteers for Greece. 


Reference telegram MA.189 of September lst and 
letter MA.83 of September 5th. 


od gig sp ooreae now received states that no 
cenfira has yet been obtained 


Auge Secon 
mae enti there, is 5, daft an te confirmation of some form of 


9. Nayal asus cmabion te ship sailed it is 
more than likely that it carried Jews tor Palestine "than 


Peles fer Greece. 
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De 7410 ReMe eth Seyteaber 1947 
Re 9.40 a.m oth September 1947 


eth sep tember 1947 
eeeca$d 
Fellewing fer DN. I. from the Naval. —_e Warsaw. 
[Begins] 7 
Tep Seeret. — 
Uncenfirmed but per eiee repert thet about 


400 _Yeluntecrs fer the International de in Greece 


sailed Gdynia about August 25rd. I consi ler ° pessibl 
she may have pcos sede tiated . 
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De TO. 061210 6 


EREP 


: presents his compliments’ to 
¥ ea s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and has the honour to transmit herewith cope Sof the under- ~ 
mentioned paper. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 


24th September, 47 


ee: 
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Reference to previous communication : 
Your Printed Despatch sake of 2 Sayer 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name, Date, etc. Subject. 


From; H.M.Consul Suspect Shipping. 
General, 
Alexandria. 


Date :; 20th Sept. 1947, 
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‘Ref: Saving telegram No.13,. 


(21106) Wt.8578/807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


Frem H. M. consul General, Alexenaria. 


To 3 ‘British Embassy, Cairo. 


Saving Telegram No. 13 of 20th September, 1947. 


SECRET. __ seers 


addressed to Cairo reference Weekly 
Sanpeet shipping List No.18 of September ord 
(1947, repeated to S.0.(I), Port Said. 

SS 'tLas Tampas" arrived at Alexandria 
on Saneaubed 9th with one passenger, Dimos 
Ae Maratos, from Piraeus. Passenger disembarked 
at Alexandria in transit for U.5.A. 

It is stated that vessel will undergo 
repairs at Alexandria. | 

Name of Agent, Messrs, Karnak, 28 Rue 


‘> Ome 


Cherif Pasha, Alexandria. — eis 


J 
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Me . ; “ aa ‘Aa we re 
' No. ne 
His Majesty’s Ambassador presents his compliments to 


His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has 


- the honour to transmit herewith copies of the under-mentioned paper. 


noe 
i tee oe teeter, 

eee, 
AY 


i 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 


2end October 


Reference te”previous communication : 


Cairo P/D No. 815 of 24th September 1947 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name, Date, etc. | Subject. | 


FROM: Alexandria paper No. Res Repairs carried out on 
$2/10/1 of 17th October "Las Tamplas", 
47. | | 
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| (1) Port. said ee _ 
Pea . He B. M. “Consul, GenenL, Alexandra  & 
Date : ‘October 17th 1947 


rer ae 


| Addressed eee een ee: 
Cairo. | Ne ee ee ne 
| Reference my saving telegran ‘No. 13° of 


bepkediee 20th, 1947, addressed tothe. British 
7 penal Cairo, and repeated. ‘to. Port Said. 


; , . ae 
As "Las Tamplas" is still: bh at Alexandria 


at. sigs No. 36 and. it is said that minor repairs - 
are being carried out but. exact information ‘on | 
this point is difficult to obtain. Agents state 


that aaece) is ‘expected to » leave in a month's time. 
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This telegram is icular secrecy and should” . 
ite OF te isan rec — and not bees ten} 
r LSTRIBUTION = ot 


Mr. reall Clarke D. 10. 55 pom 7th ap ergerres 1947 


im } Re 10.45 pom. 7th September, 1947 
7th September, 1947 


Repeated to Berlir 
epea fas ningt 


office lease repeat Host Innediate to Lubbecke 
“Toren Off . Tend Tnmedi at te to Berlin, Washington, 
Je + oe R pe Bp Nos. 137, 195 and 45 
eotively. 


Your telegram No. 4698 to Lubbeoke. 
Tllegal immigration. 


| advise most stro against attempt to return 
non-volunteers to ae rn ay view this ome well wreck 
whole enn 


h Government. have from the beg Anning insisted 
that : they wi ii only receive volunteers, and they ave oa 
this att tude throughout; there is Mo chance w. atever of 
their hare their words. .- 


est also. that, if neneveluntesrs are gir 
ains with Yolen os 


= 


4 — > alicia should be yen 3 in 
the fact that engers a a sal re a free te Se iuee 
e France and 4 Phat feoilitios be “peing "nade wavailable 
- enable then te de se at ence. 


sheuld be grateful if noeexe would infers 


§. 

at caritest easible nenent eration erry in 
ther disembarkation nis faking pl lace 

order 


{Cepies sent Lie Meas ssage Contre. Nerfelk Heuse and te 
Telegraph Sectien pe “f C h Heuse fer repetitien te 


Lubbeeke Jerus 
yay te te pertia ald Washingten). 
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH, 4) 
| > WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.1 . 
Wt lth September, 197. 


Dear ue. 7h Oy 


My Minister has aN the 
attached letter from Mr.3.Silverman, 
lieP., about the camps in Germany for 
the Exodus refugees. Will you 


please advise what he can say by way 


of reply? 


Yours Sincerely, 


>< Akelolen. 


Kinna, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 
S.iWvel. 


mye 
eee 
thos 
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a 


uth September, 197. 


4 
Dear Sir, 


I am desired by Mr. Bevan to 
acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd September, about 
the ¢amps in Germany for the Exodus 
refugees, and to say that it is 
receiving attention. 

Yours faithfully, 


+ Private Secretary. 


Se Sydney Silverman, Esq., MePeo, 
House of Commons, 
SeWel. 


a 


wi 
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Gwydpr Bouse, 14 


Whitehall, S..1. 


6th September, 19:7. 


I send you a copy of a letter which 
my Miinister has received from lir. 
Sidney Silverman, iM.P. 


hire Greenwood is out of town for 
the weekend and so I have not yet been 
able to show him the letter, but I know 


that he will be grateful to have your 
Department's comments. 


5: ae 


WA 
TO bata 


P.F. Kinna, “sq, L.B.E., 
Private Secretary to the 
secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 

Delete 


WOOWOT “391340 OHO9SY JITENd JHL AO LHDIYAGOD 


The House of Commons, WS 
Westminster, S.W.1- 


2nd September, 1947. 


The Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, 1i.P., 
House of Commons, | 
Westminster, 5.W.1. 


My dear Arthur, 


The justification published to the world by a 
British Foreign Office spokesman at the time, for 
sending the Exodus refugees to Germany was that 
nowhere but in Germany could so large a number of 
refugees be adequately housed, accommodated and main- 
tained at short notice. The camps where it is intendec 
to house them have been inspected by reputable 
journalists who have reported as follows:- 


There are two such camps. ‘The first is 
Poppendorf. This is a camp located within the 
tremendous Poppendorf forest. It consists of 56 small 
Nissen huts, 35 x 16 feet, intended to accommodate 25 
persons each. There are also 14 larger Nissen huts 
intended to accommodate 6C persons each. Further, 
there are 125 tents intended to accommodate in all 700 
persons; the diameter of each tent is 8 feet. Inside 
the small Nissen huts there are 25 steel stretchers 
each equipped with a sack haphazardly filled with 
rough’ straw. Rat holes are visible in the floor and 
entering from the walls the outside of which have been 
freshly painted. Round the entire place barbed wire 
barricades are now under construction, with watch 
towers. This camp was formerly used for German " 
refugees from the east but they stayed in it only a 
day or two and there were then no barbed wire or watch 


/ towers 
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towerse 


For the whole of the camp there are five wash 
rooms of the most primitive type. Water has to be @rawn 
from .a common tank. There are no proper toilets but 
only specially constructed open latrines. Each person 
is to be given one blanket only, 


The other canp is Am Stau. This is a little 
better, consisting of wooden barracks better fitted as 
places to live in than Popvpendorf. Even here the metal 
beds seem on the point of collapse and the only 
mattresses are potato sacks filled with straw and 
grass. This camp is intended to hold 1,500 persons. 


‘If these facts are correctly reported it would 
seem clear that the justification for sending these 
people to Germany cuoted in the first paragraph of this 
letter is misconceived. So far from being better able 
to receive refugees than other places it is not fit to 
receive anyone at all. 


If the policy of returning these people by force to 
Germany in these conditions is persisted in, the whole 
world will say that it was intended as a wanton act of 
retaliation. It is submitted with respect that the 
doctrine of collective Cabinet responsibility does not 
mean that it is the duty of every member of the 
Cabinet blindly to accept and defend whatever any other 
member does; it means that, knowing the fact every 
Cabinet member accepts personal and iadividual 
responsibility for what is done. I beg of you personal 
to enquire into the facts here set out and, if you find 
them correctly stated not to accept that responsibility. 
It is not even yet too»late to change a policy that is 
making the British Foreign Office the object of ridicule 
throughout the world. —— 
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Very sincerely, 


ig) 8. Sydney Silverman 


. BOARD OF TRADE, q ] 
e r MILLBANK, 
! S.W.1. 
Gv et - 


5th september, 1947 


woo [EE 


Dear ee oniker, 


Would you look at tne attacned 
copy of a letter which ir, silverman, 
K.P, has addressed to the President 
in a personal capacity. I should be 
grateful if you could let me have 
your comments and any Suggestions for 
a reply to Mr, Silverman. 


Yours sinc.rely, 


Baie 


J. P. KE. Henniker, sq, iC. 
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House of Commons, 
Westminster, S.W.l. 


3rd September, 197. 


The Rt. Hon. Sir stafford cys Ke vs agree , 

Board of Trade’, - ae oh 5 “ oy i: ie ve 

S.Wl. % oo one ae 2 per Seer: is eae eee ree 
See: | Woes acre erwin ee 


Dear sir Stafford, 


fd he 


The “Susdar deatdon: published: te the woud oy ALB ELS 2 
British Foreign Office spokesman at the time, :for:. pending: 
the Exodus refugees to Germany was that nowhere but in 
Germany: @ouldiso iarge:a numberof refugees ..pe: esi 
ade quately: housed; , accommodated: and: ‘maintained Brae Beoucony 
short noticés «":.::The campa where! itis intended. ‘to: hotiges. 
them have now: ‘een: inspec tedsby: reputable. aera caw 


aot. , ee 


who have reported:ds do aan CEE oh . ds ed ee ie 
ie ae te ea a a - + £ sii aes oa Sih + my “s e ; 
os oe he ae ee Ee Gd ee 1! f 


There are two such Gaitpe. The first is poppeniorte: 
This is:a.canp-lecated- within’ the. tremendous: ‘Poppendorf — 
forest.s:j lh consists:.of 56 small: Nissen: nuts; i 35 ee Ae 
feet,::intende dz to: accommodate 25 personsrveach. oPhere.:: 


Brat wie at vie 


are algocdkcderger Nissen: huts intended. to: aco imnedabe Be 


60 perponsieachss: Further,” -there.. are 1253:tentec intended: - 
tos adecommodatei ins ali 700 persons;*..the diameter: .of> eaoh’. 
tent is 8:feete: >: Imside:the small: ‘Nissen: huts ‘there: are: . 
25 steelostretchersieach, équipped: with a:.sack ¢ sth se 


haphazardly: fillediwith: rough straws. Rebs! ree eae 


afecvisible.in the: floor and venter ing' ‘fran. thei walls; the: 
outside of ‘which. have.been: freshly’ painted... ° Round: laa o 


entire place ba¥bed: wire barsicades: arey how: under: :: vie ae 


construction,: with: wateh: towers. This camprw as: forme ray: 


used for:gGerman refugees: Prom. the: Bast: but they: stayed!< as 


init only! apday. or: two. and. there: were then: no: ‘barbed: « 
wire or. watch towers. 

For the whole aamp iets. are “Five wash rooms of the 
most primitive. type.’ Water.has'to:be drawn fran a 
common tank. There are no proper toilets but only 
specially constructed open latrines. Each person is 


to be given oreblanket only. 
/The 
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wehe g eed gaqg@aiug busted hs ol eteteth & 
The other camp is at Am Stau. This iss@asuy Geo eon 
little better, consisting of wooden barracks better .2.3:.; 
fitted as places to live in than Poppendorf. Bven | 
here the metal beds seem on thepoint of coldapse: «i eee 
and the only mattresses are potato sacks filled with 
straw and gyassiu.. PRiscscampiis intended: tochold{, 2:°. 
15.500: persons,2085 oF fee oa OR es ae ere 
Ae the sc cwen Cone Baw es Se ASO BO at foes 
If these:factsvave correctly seportéd:at:wouldyiscnto: | 
seem clear:that: the: justification for:send ing: these. 0)" 
peepile:! to} Germany:: quoted: inithe £drst pavagraphe icon cicue 
of thas:létterc is :misconceived. »!cSo.farcfrdmiss aya iyeids 


~ ®, ~, “-" 


fen coo we 
S ge 


. F : cc rs a 
weer EON ae ee, 
wae Pada ee wed eA ee? ate 8, 


being better able to receive-refugees than?dther - Bt 
places it is not fit to receive anyone at all. 


Op ered: Aire (ge es ee See eee Ov Sie. Bt = 

“TB: the: policy: of: returning: these: people:by:feree 22: 
to Germany: inesthésesconditions is persisted: dnjithe.; 0200. 
whole:world will: say that it was! intended és: qwahton. / °° - 
act ofe retaliation... =. It ib submitted, with: reepecty- 
thas: thes doetrane: of eollective, Cabinet responsibilityy -< 
doés.notcmean. that itd is: thesduty of every! member::of: the: _ 
Cabinet bindly: to: accept! and defend: whatevetsany: <£ "6s 


other member does}: itimeans: that, (knowing therfacts;/ © 


every Cabinei:member aceepts personddi ands iAdivi duals acs. - 
responsibdality for: what’ is~denes.: 2dc be gf you: pérsonally 


a { es 


“ae 


to emquises into. the facts. here set: out and,-if-you ora 
find them: eorrectly: stated, notto accept: that evaiy eure. 
responsibilitys.::cIt:is not. even: yet: too: late, tofisiic cn. 
change.a®: policy ‘that: is. making.’ the cBritish Reweignio : foo: 
Off ice: the: object:.of yidicule throughout..thesworld.:. os.) 


Yours very sincerely, 


wg ee eee oe 
Sere ee 


e 
reas Pa eee a Bos : a a by et ’ . P <3 ate “ : 
2 Mi Wee ar On Dee mae ee - a Sear ee eos StI : go eh tadel wis a BOS. . = tb ar ‘ 
7 ye ' . 
ee oye a of sega). SYDNBY:.SILVERM. rae ae 
: : ras eo =e , te pe ae @- ibm a, 
; : ; oe, . ot ee a , te a seen : yr : . ; 
A 4 rae Pere PTY 0 ~ eihttes Taek of Rare © meh pg! 5. aie we " 


Sho at Ge Se ae ame? saa! = ae a : ae cei ae Fea te Sar 
a os! Spe GR @ ten ore x. sete to nee te eh a 
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| 69 


House oF LORDS, 
S.W.1 


ad 
&s ler Bop by (TET. : WHITEHALL 6240) 


3ra Septenber, 19.7 « 

“fF. 
T enclose herewith a Letter 

to the Lord Chancellor from Mr. 

a, Sydney Silverman, ePe, CONn- 

cerning the two Camps in Germany 


in which it is proposed to house 
the “exodus refugees". 


In any veply 
please quote No. 


pear Dixon, 


T would be very erateful if 


you would advise me as to what 

1 should reply to Me. Silverinal 

ou pehalf of The tord. Chancellor? 
yours sincerely, 


Ly 


r] e 
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ped. Dixon, WSde, Celie Ge 


} we replying te your letter. of the dxf 
about the caniitigns at the Roseption Cange fer the. 
Jewish Refugees: dhaut to be diseibaried in. Covey: 
; fo me. ond the otter mabers of the 


| munodation wb the Camp at Poppender? ta up 
to the average stendard for a dlepleced persons Comp in 
In seying this, hovever, I shou} make it clear that 
stented up to whieh displaced persees Comps ave - - 


initially equipped. The majority ef Mepluce? perian 


exertions during their ported of tebitation, the Cenpe | 


has not been improved shove the initiel hesie etenterd, 


This stenian ineludes beds ond pallissses fer ell 


being replaced ani fresh straw bas been used to fill the 
paliiesses. ‘The ablutions installations axe normel for 
a hutted Camp, ond include ruming water, The water 
eupply is, however, not mfficient ani 20 weber tanks 
exe being instelled as on ebtitionsal meacure, 

Latrines supplied with serves end weata are up te 
the normal Casp soale, a 

9,000 blankets are being mate availeble whieh will 
peralt of 2 Dlenksts being issued te each person, In 
aidition tiere is in reserve a further supply against 

Poppetior? in capeble ef sacommodating 5,000 persons 
in permanent buildings ond Ameten 1,500, hen the 


hoop ite)’ oon 
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heapiftel enusia have been remove: ali the reminder of 

. whgres wll therefore be soommmdated in 
permment buildings, The tents have been put up as 
a reserve to meet any possible ouergeneyy 

The susle of persons per room (or tent, if used) 
is moreah for refagce conps and. has been wpproved by 
the medieal authorities, 

In conalusion, I vould exphasise that the British — 
Zone of Germany was selected for the reception of these 
qould be found at short notion, The svale is little 

AGorent trou tha’ of the Aray Conps in Cyprus into. 
which previsus ship losds bave been received, sn where 
te the coniitions, The Canps will, of eontee, be open 
to ingpection by the Press of the World win will Be free 
to éren their om gonelusions, = 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 5.1. 
Bth Septexber, 1947. 
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Dear Hiss Batehelor, 


ou sent me with your letter of September 
kth a  aetase adivessed to the Minister of 
Health by Kr. S&S. Siive BePey shout the 
Gempe p prepared in the British Zone of Germany 
for the Jewish iile el immigrants from the 
“president Warf: e 


ire Silverman has circularised = a 
ef Ministers on this subject end the P 
Zinieter hes asked for a draft reply to red 
submitted to him, which will, If understend, 
serve 6 8 reply to Mr. Silvermen on 


of ali Ministers. I return Nr. Silverman's 
letter herewith. 


Youre sincerely, 


(Sed 1 


iiss D.E. Batehelo 
uiniatey of Health. 


4 


= : Pe 


pa.) J.P. E. C. HENNIKER 
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Dear Treriger, 

Deane vefex to ial 
(chew \ dept, 3 enced mg | 
Oo her addres sek by hm ¢ 
Silverman. MA -™ 
Ka Chowreouey abort 
Caups beug prepower 
egal ln gvauts [rename 
me: Ren det Wwecfrrk ™. 
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; meee 
® “ hie 3 o ' | 
ss FOREIGN OFPICE, 5.% 1. 


| 
| > 8th Septexber, 1547. 


esis [4 


Dear Thesiger, 


Please refer to your letter of Septexber 3ra 
enclosing a letter addressed by Hr. Silveruen, N.P. 
to the Lord Chancellor about the campos being 
prepared in the British Zone of Germany for the 
Jewieh illegal immigrants from the "President 
Warfield". 


The Prime Minister hae aeked this Department 
to prepare « draft reply to en identical letter 
whieh he has received. I understand thet this 
will constitute the substantive renly to Mr. 
Silvernan end that all the other diniaters whom 
Mre Silverman has circulerised will be esssociated 
with that roplye 


Y return Zr. Silvermen's letter. 


Youre sireerely, 
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Rebeke Thesiger, EBs 
Loré cChencellor’s OfPrice. 


